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Aston Villa Football Club announce official partnership with National Literacy 

Trust to launch new reading scheme in Birmingham primary schools 

 

Birmingham pupils who struggle with their reading can now get extra help in school from a 

unique source: their favourite football players. Aston Villa Football Club has partnered with 

the National Literary Trust to launch the ‘Lions Read’ scheme, pairing adult volunteers with 

pupils in over 100 primary schools across the city.  

 

The scheme will see the whole Aston Villa first team squad becoming ‘reading lions’ in local 

schools. Birmingham residents are also encouraged to volunteer their help. Full training will be 

provided for all participants. 

 

NLT Midlands manager Helen Taylor said: ‘After just ten weeks on a one-to-one targeted 

reading programme like Lions Read, pupils gain one whole year in reading age. We’re 

delighted that Aston Villa have seen the fantastic benefits of this scheme.’ 

 

www.apyateswrites.com 
apyateswrites@gmail.com 
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Aston Villa manager Dean Smith said: ‘Reading is a key skill for life and the whole team is 

delighted to help our young fans reach their potential.’ 

 

Villa fan Mark McNulty, 9, Sparkhill Primary, said: ‘I hope I get to read with my favourite 

player Jack Grealish.’ 

 

‘Lions Read’ launches in September 2021. Training starts in July. 

Volunteers can sign up at www.nationalliteracytrust.com/lionsread 

 

[ENDS] 

 

For media enquiries contact: 

Jill Banks (Foundation Manager) 

07800 4005000 

contact@astonvillafoundation.com 

 

Notes to editors: 

 

The Aston Villa Foundation (registered charity number 1152848) supports the wider ‘Aston 

Villa family’ through departments including schools, football in the community, disability, 

health and wellbeing, education, and community relations. 

www.avfc.co.uk/foundation 

National Literacy Trust is an independent charity working with schools and communities 

to give disadvantaged children literacy skills to succeed in life. 

www.literacytrust.org.uk 
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Lions Read Press Launch:  

24/07/21  

Bodymoor Heath Training Ground, Warwickshire 

Players, NLT staff and teachers from local schools will be available for interview. 
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