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Best Dog Crates 

 
 
 
Whether you're welcoming a tiny puppy into the family or rehoming a dog who needs a new 
start, you will probably decide to invest in a dog crate. 
 
After all, those early days are so important. Your newest member must quickly settle into 
your family and begin to feel at home. A crate can provide a safe space where your pup can 
retreat, and it should be a cozy den where the animal can rest, relax and feel secure when 
left alone. 
 
Get it wrong, and your new arrival may become distressed and even try to find a way to 
escape. That adorable little pup may go on to trash your house as soon as you turn your 
back! 
 
From wooden, furniture-style crates to soft fabric carriers, there are a bewildering variety of 
dog crates on the market. How can you ensure you make the right choice for yourself and 
your new furry friend? 
 
Fortunately, we've prepared a list of dog crates to meet all of your possible needs. 
 
 
Best all-rounder 
 
MidWest Homes for Pets Icrate Double door crate 
 
This is the perfect all-rounder for your dog crate needs. It's available in a range of sizes, 
from 18 to 48 inches. So whether you're homing a dachshund or a Doberman, you'll be able 
to choose the appropriate size for your pet. 
 
The Icrate is constructed from sturdy steel and features secure slide-bolt latches on its 
double doors to ensure your pup is safe. It requires no tools to build and can be set up in 
seconds and folded down easily if you need to move it to another location. Roller feet on the 
base make it easy to reposition and kind on your wooden floors. 
 
A plastic tray within the base of the crate is removable, so it's easy to clean up those 
inevitable accidents. A divider is provided free with all sizes, so you can adjust the size of 
the living area as your pup grows. 
 
This durable crate comes with the "Midwest Quality Guarantee" - a one-year manufacturer's 
warranty, so you can purchase with confidence. 
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Pros: 
 

• Great all-rounder – comes in a huge range of sizes to suit all dog breeds 
• Sturdy construction – safety is ensured by the patented side clips which reinforce 

the crate and the secure slide-lock mechanism on each door. 
• Easy to assemble – this crate can be easily carried around and set up in seconds 

 
• Easy to clean – all elements are made of metal or plastic, and you can easily 

remove the base tray to clean it 
 
Cons: 
 

• Difficult to choose the correct size – there is such a wide range of sizes that it may 
be hard to decide which one is correct for your dog. You can consult the Midwest 
website for guidance. 

• Not suitable for transport – although not suitable for transporting your pets, it does 
fold flat if you wish to carry it in your car for use elsewhere. 

 
 

Best furniture-style wooden crate 
 
Casual Home Pet Crate with Wood Slats 
 
This solid wood pet crate doubles as an elegant end table in your living room. Stylish in 
design, this crate is constructed to provide your pet with a cozy den made from natural 
materials while you enjoy the benefits of an extra tabletop. 
 
You can choose from a range of colors to match your home furnishings. This crate is 
available in black, white, or two natural wooden finishes: walnut or espresso. It comes in a 
range of five sizes to suit your breed. Although you'll need to assemble it yourself, this is an 
easy process. 
 
Safety has been carefully considered, so you will find a lockable latch for security. The vents 
on all sides provide ample airflow. 
 
Pros: 
 
• Beautiful appearance – this furniture will enhance your living room. 
• Sustainable – the wood has been sustainably sourced. 
• Natural materials – unlike some of the cheaper plastic alternatives. 
• Safe and secure – this crate is suitable for heavy dogs and has a lockable latch. 
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Cons: 
 

• No removable tray – you'll have to wipe the interior clean. 
• Door direction is fixed – as you can't change the opening direction, you'll have to 

consider where to place it within your room. 
• Destructive chewers, beware! - this wooden crate may not withstand the rigors of a 

really determined destructive chewer. 
  

Best crate for travel  
 
Petmate Vari Kennel Heavy-Duty Travel Crate 
 
If you need to transport your dog, you'll have different requirements for your crate. 
 
The Petmate travel crate is great for carrying your dog in comfort and safety when you're on 
the move. It is constructed from heavy-duty recycled plastic and metal screws. There are 
wire vents to provide ample ventilation and allow your dog to have 360-degree visibility. 
There are tie-down strap holes and an easy-open front latch to access your pet easily. 
 
The interior is raised, and all sharp edges have been minimized so your pet can travel in 
comfort. Petmate has been making plastic travel kennels for over 50 years and is widely 
regarded as the industry leader. So you can trust them to provide the best solution for 
transporting your precious animal.  
 
This product is fully compliant with air and highway travel requirements, although Petmate 
does advise you to contact your specific airline before traveling with this crate. 
 
Pros: 
 

• Industry-leading product – Petmate has a top reputation, so you can buy with 
confidence. 

• Range of sizes – you can select a size to suit your dog 
• Designed for comfort and safety – to provide your pet with a safe space for travel, 

minimizing their anxiety – and yours! 
 
Cons: 
 

• Plastic can crack – you'll need to check the crate regularly to ensure it's still safe for 
your pet, especially after the rigors of air travel. 

 
 

 
Best soft carry dog crate 
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2Pet Foldable Dog Crate 
 
Lightweight and portable, this foldable dog crate is perfect if you need to transport your dog 
easily. Unlike cheaper options, this crate is constructed using strong steel tubes. The outer 
cover is soft, water-resistant Oxford 600D fabric that can be fully removed from the frame 
and washed in a washing machine. It's lightweight but sturdy: the perfect combination for 
travel! 
 
Mesh panels allow for ventilation and visibility. The front panel features a full-frontal zipper 
design, which the manufacturers promise will make it difficult for the dog to chew it to pieces. 
 
This crate features everything you could need for safe transport. It has a top handle to make 
it easy to carry, and this doubles as a securing point for a seat belt in the car. A soft fleece 
cushion is included for your pet's comfort, and a waterproof mat will help you keep the 
interior clean. 
It comes in four different sizes and three colors, and the manufacturers have provided a 
comprehensive guide to which breeds would be best suited to each size so that you can buy 
with confidence. 
 
Not only that, this company also loves dogs just as much as you do – they promise to 
donate a percentage from each sale of this product to pets in need. Great work! 
 
Pros: 
 

• Strong and lightweight – perfect for safe and easy travel with your pup. 
• Easy to clean – the fabric is machine-washable. 
• Innovative design – the full frontal zipper will keep your pets secure. 
• Socially responsible – 2Pet donates to pet rescue charities and shelters for each 

product purchase. 
 
Cons: 
 

• Risk of pet chewing mesh – 2Pet does advise that if your pet is a destructive 
chewer, a wire crate is more suitable. 

• Awkward to carry – if your dog is very large, this crate can be unwieldy and may 
require two people to carry it safely! 

 
 

Best heavy duty dog crate 
 

LUCKUP Heavy Duty Dog Crate 
 
This is the crate to purchase if you need to cater to the needs of a medium or large breed of 
dog who is likely to chew through a regular wire crate. The Luckup is constructed from 
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heavy-duty steel. With all of its joints welded together, this container is sturdy enough to 
withstand the most determined biter. The main door features two locks. All of this means you 
can relax knowing that your dog is secure. 
 
The corrosion-resistant material means this crate is suitable for indoor and outdoor use. 
Locking caster wheels will make the job easy if you need to move it. 
 
There is a top door that you can open to interact with your pet. A slide-out plastic tray at the 
base makes cleaning simple. Ventilation is excellent. 
 
With a choice of 38, 42, or 46-inch sizes and various finishes, this is the perfect solution if 
you know your dog will be too large or too strong for the MidWest Icrate. 
 
Pros: 
 

• Sturdy - safe and robust construction. 
• Versatile – suitable for indoor and outdoor use. 
• Helps with separation anxiety – many users claim that a dog feels safe and snug in 

this environment, which helps to alleviate separation anxiety. 
 
Cons: 
 

• Size – even the smallest version will take up a lot of space. 
• Covers – Most standard dog crate covers are large enough for this enclosure, so 

you may have to invest in a specially designed cover. 
 
 

Buyers guide 
 
Dog crates, like dogs themselves, come in all sizes and varieties! 
With so much choice available, there is a lot to consider when purchasing a dog crate. 
Therefore you will need to take good care when choosing the perfect one for your individual 
situation.  
In many cases, dog owners purchase multiple crates to serve different purposes. However, if 
you think carefully before your purchase, you may be able to avoid unnecessary expense by 
selecting the correct crate for your needs – and ensure the safety and comfort of your 
beloved pet. 
 
Which material is best? 
 
Plastic, wood, mesh, and metal are all used to construct dog crates. To find out which is best 
for you, you'll need to think about how you will use it. 
If you're looking for a permanent place for your pooch to retreat to within your home, you are 
best with a metal or wooden crate. Although they are more weighty and less portable, they 
are sturdy enough for your dog to be left safely when you can't be at home. 
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If you're on the move, a lightweight carrier made from plastic or material will enable you to 
transport the dog more easily. If traveling by air, check your airline's requirements before 
making your purchase. If you're going by car, ensure there is a safe way to secure your 
carrier to the vehicle's seat. 
 
 
Safety features 
 
This is the most important thing and the main reason you should not cut corners in choosing 
the correct crate for your dog. Always take care to look for well-constructed products, and 
take time to examine the safety features of the crate you are considering. 
Cheaper crates may have sharp edges or poor finishes, which can cause injury. They may 
not have sturdy locks. Avoid them at all costs! 
 
Correct sizing 
 
This is an important consideration, particularly for puppies who won't stay that small for long! 
You should aim to create a 'den' for your dogs, where they feel snug and secure, large 
enough for them to lie down in comfort but not so large that they create one area for toileting 
and another for sleeping. This won't help with that crucial toilet-training process at all! 
 
Most manufacturers have a size guide on their websites to aid you in your choice. If you 
have a puppy, look for a crate with an internal divider which means you can alter the interior 
size of your crate to suit its needs as it grows. 
 
Affordability 
 
Set a budget for yourself before you purchase your crate, and try to stick to it as much as 
possible. Some brands, such as Midwest, sell 'starter kits' containing covers, mattresses, 
and food and water bowls. This can be a very economical way to buy the necessary 
equipment for your pup. 
Always look for safety features and find a brand that offers a manufacturer's warranty. That 
way, you're covered if anything goes wrong. 
 
Design 
 
As well as individual taste, it's essential to choose a design that will suit your practical needs. 
Think about how many access doors you may need and where you want them placed on the 
crate. If you're going to need to move the crate regularly, look for a folding crate, or one on 
lockable wheels. Always ensure the design does not sacrifice any key features. Your dog 
must be safe, secure, comfortable, and have sufficient ventilation. 
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Frequently asked questions 
 
How do I measure my dog for a crate? 
 
If your dog is fully grown, this is how to measure it for a crate. 
Length: Measure the length of your dog from nose to tail. Then add approximately 2-4 
inches to the overall length. 
Height: Measure your dog from the top of its head (or ears) to the ground. Allow a couple of 
inches of clearance. 
For a puppy, consult breed charts to calculate how large your puppy will grow, and purchase 
a crate with an internal divider to adjust the space as needed. 
 
Do I need to put food and water in my dog's crate? 
 
It is not recommended to put food and water inside a dog's crate, as it can lead to spillages 
and accidents. Your dog might find itself in a soggy mess for some time! You need to ensure 
that you provide nourishment at appropriate times for your pet. Therefore it is essential that 
good routines are followed, and the pet is not crated for too long at a time. 
 
Is it cruel to keep a dog in a crate? 
 
When used correctly and humanely, crating a dog is not cruel. The dog must be able to relax 
and feel safe in it, and this will require training and acclimatization. The animal must never 
be left in a crate for extended periods. Most importantly, you should NEVER use the crate as 
a punishment. 
 
Where should I locate my dog's crate? 
 
The dog must see the crate as a safe space to retreat, so you should place it in a quiet 
location. However, your pet is a family member, so don't isolate the crate in a room you 
rarely use! Your new friend is getting used to a new environment; allow it to see and hear 
the presence of its humans. 
There are some practical considerations. Do not place the crate in direct sunlight or close to 
extreme heat sources, such as radiators or fires. Avoid draughts. Many owners use a crate 
cover for extra comfort and security. However, be aware of your pet's needs, and if it wants 
to be able to view the room, leave it partially uncovered. 
 
Does a crate help with separation anxiety? 
 
It really can do. If trained correctly – a trainer or behaviorist can advise with this – it should 
be seen as a safe, quiet retreat from the world. Just as you need to relax quietly sometimes, 
so does your dog. And having a place they feel secure can aid their emotions when you 
have to be apart. 
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